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overwhelming admiration for the military during these ten years, a dangerous gap between American society and its military has grown. In the history of the United States no major war has ever been fought with a smaller percentage of its citizens. Has the civilian-military gap developed to the point in America that we now have two distinct classes of citizens: those who protect the nation and those who live under that protection? Elimination of the draft and implementation of an all-volunteer force in 1973 ushered in a professional military force that some argued would be unrepresentative of American society. Is the all-volunteer force responsible for the gap and have we allowed it to grow to the point that it will adversely impact American national security and could weaken our democracy.
THE DANGEROUS GAP BETWEEN AMERICAN SOCIETY AND ITS MILITARY
These are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in the crisis, shrink from the service of his country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman.
-Thomas Paine 1 The United States has been at war for over ten years since that fateful day of September 11, 2001 . Despite the surge in American patriotism and resultant overwhelming admiration for the military during these ten years, a dangerous gap between American society and its military has grown. In the history of the United States are we allowing it to grow to the point that it will adversely impact American national security and weaken our democracy. Opposition to the Vietnam War, and 5) The military's desire for a more professional force. 4 By the 1960s the demographics in America had changed resulting in a larger population of draft eligible young men than the military needed. Meanwhile, the military services had no problems in meeting their enlistment requirements through volunteers.
From both a morale and economic standpoint, Conservatives and Libertarians argued that the nation had no right to impose military service on its young men without their consent. Liberals asserted that the draft placed unfair burdens on the underprivileged members of American society who were unable to work the draft's bureaucratic system in order to gain a deferment. 5 As American military involvement in Vietnam grew, opposition to the war coincided with political demands to eliminate the draft.
Initially, the strongest opponent to an all-volunteer force, the military had lost confidence in the draft and would not put up a fight to eliminate the draft and move to an all-volunteer force. Discipline problems with draftees increased as the war in Vietnam went on; raising concerns regarding the quality of recruit the military received via the draft.
Prior to the decision to eliminate the draft and adapt an all-volunteer force, members of Congress and Veteran's groups raised concerns, that this would create a cultural gap between service members and the nation's civilian population. Elimination of the draft and implementation of an all-volunteer force would, they argued, usher in a professional military force that would be unrepresentative of American society. 6 An allvolunteer force would surely undermine national unity by eliminating the one thing that A key factor in the success of the all-volunteer force is retention and the experience that retention brings. Under conscription, retention was a challenge greatly impacting the ability to grow the necessary experience within both the officer and enlisted corps. The majority of individuals who were drafted only served for a short period of time as compared to today's force. Today's mid-grade and senior noncommissioned officers posses more experience than their draft era counterparts.
Shorter enlistments result in high personnel turnover that negatively affects a unit's readiness. According to one study, in 1969 less than 20% of enlisted Army soldiers had more than four years of experience while today it is just over 50%. When the subject of re-instituting the draft was raised to Secretary Gates, he responded, "Going back to compulsory service, in addition to being politically impossible, is highly impractical given the kinds of technical skills, experience, and attributes needed to be successful on the battlefield in the 21st century. For that reason, re-instituting the draft is overwhelmingly opposed by the military's leadership." 13 The all-volunteer force has also served as a laboratory for social change in America. Issues have ranged from integrating African-Americans and women to the most recent issue of allowing homosexuals to serve openly; the military has routinely been the environment for these experiments. 14 The military has often adopted these changes earlier than other institutions making it an avenue of upward mobility for many. 16 While a force of predominately married service members has its benefits, it also comes with the costs of funding for family programs, family housing and medical care which are all contribute to the rising personnel costs.
The Gap
The growing civilian-military gap is one of the most serious and consequential issues facing America today. The further removed from the military the American population becomes, the less they will empathize with the sacrifices service members make and the less concern they will show for national security issues. In the absence of a draft, to most Americans military service has become something for other people to Throughout the Cold War, the call to serve America extended to every class of society.
From farmers and ranchers, lawyers and constructions workers to professional athletes, celebrities, future politicians and businessmen, able bodied men from all walks of life served their country. Many actually volunteered in order to join the service of their choice vice waiting to be drafted and assigned to a service. 18 The opportunity and obligation to serve was expected and accepted.
Today, the military is one of the most respected institutions in America. 19 Since 1998, Gallup surveys have ranked the military as the nation's most trusted institution.
Another poll completed by the National Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago, reported 75% of respondents were "very proud" of America's armed forces;
giving them the highest mark in their poll. 20 Despite the praise and admiration, the surge in those signing up to serve in the years following September 11, 2001 has dwindled. number has dropped to 18% only twelve years. 30 As these numbers continue to drop, Charles Rangel raised concerns regarding the continued use of an all-volunteer force, "We must be certain that the sacrifices we will be asking our armed forces to make are shared by the rest of us." 35 If this were the case, that this responsibility was shared, then it would also ensure that those individuals elected to represent the people would have a greater understanding and appreciate for the consequences when sending America's men and women off to war.
One solution that has been raised would be for Congress to bring back the draft.
The belief is that this is the only way to ensure that every member of every Congressional district will be impacted by the decision to send men and women off to war and only through that direct involvement will those in Congress consider the decisions being made. For those who advocate the return to a draft, they fail to acknowledge that compulsory service did not produce an equal sharing of sacrifice. One only has to look at the number of individuals who were able to avoid service in Vietnam through a long list of exemptions. In addition, as Secretary Gates has stated, "going back to compulsory service, in addition to being politically impossible, is highly impractical given the kinds of technical skills, experience, and attributes needed to be successful on the battlefield in the 21st century and it is overwhelmingly opposed by the military's leadership." 36 The solution is not to re-impose the draft but to ensure that the decisions to use the armed forces are those are made in the best interests of the entire nation and that the burden be shared by the entire nation in both blood and treasure. Can We Close the Gap?
Politicians on both sides of the political aisle demand a military force that can contain the emerging threats; transform failed states; chase terrorists; train foreign militaries to assist in the war against violent extremists, ensure the freedom of navigation of the ocean, protect American interests in foreign oil, conduct humanitarian missions; respond to natural disasters at home and abroad and the list goes on and on.
The only way for the military to be able to address any number of these issues simultaneously, as demanded, is for it to be with a budget that will support the technology and manpower needed to carry out these tasks. Without the resources to ensure the men and women who are tasked with these missions are properly trained, equipped and cared for, these tasks will not be met. 49 While the military will drawdown and resources will be limited, there are other opportunities that may allow American citizens to become involved with their military, their government and their communities.
When President Obama entered office, he stated that he was committed to expanding national and community service opportunities. He believed that as our nation continues on the road to economic recovery, volunteer service would play a vital role in addressing both national and local challenges. In June 2009, the President launched "United We Serve" as a nationwide initiative to create a sustained and focused effort to meet community needs and make service a way of life for all Americans. 50 The concept Congress and the Department of Defense must determine the appropriate size and composition of the American military in order to ensure it is capable of a range of missions in order to ensure it is fully prepared to deter and defeat aggression. It must also be capable of continuing modernization efforts in order to address emerging threats that America's enemies present. The challenge will not only be in ensuring that the budget is available to meet threats in the future but will America be able to field a 
